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the cultural identity between heritage and modernity, a lecture
over the speech of Dariush Shayegan

Abstract :

The thinker Dariush Shayegan presented a reading of the identity crisis
particularly in the Islamic world and traditional civilizations in general, as one of the
contemporary thought problematics. Considering it a result of the cultural friction
between East and West, not as a geographical space, but philosophical statements, and
between returning to the heritage to protect the cultural identity, or adopting
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modernity to promote civilization, or taking a neutral position about the current crisis,
there was different reactions based on the background based on. Therefore, Shayegan
analyzed the visions controlling the subject, according to its philosophical structure or
religious orientation. Giving his criticism to the foundations that leads each

direction, including Muslims’ way of thinking and its inability to respond to the
requirements of the current stage So, Shayegan provided an approach of
understanding of the crisis as it is, without denying the Islamic civilization’s
achievements on the one hand, or extremism against it on the other, as a first step to
protect the traditional civilizations from the demise of the modern tide, or somehow a
way of developing a reconciliation between technology and heritage.

Key words :

east, west, the ego, the other, Dialogue of civilizations, conflict of civilizations,
heritage, modernity
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